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For the week ending May 24, 2015, cloudy, wet 
conditions hampered spring planting activities with 
an inch or more of rainfall common in the western 
half of the state, according to the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service. Temperatures were 
again cool and averaged 6 to 8 degrees below normal. 
The wet conditions have been favorable for disease 
development in southeastern wheat fields, with 
some producers applying fungicide. There were 
2.7 days suitable for fieldwork. Topsoil moisture 
supplies rated 5 percent very short, 9 percent short, 
69 percent adequate and 17 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture supplies rated 6 percent very short, 17 
percent short, 66 percent adequate and 11 percent 
surplus. Winter wheat condition rated 14 percent 
very poor, 18 percent poor, 32 percent fair, 34 percent 
good, and 2 percent excellent. Winter wheat jointed 
rated 95 percent complete, ahead of 79 percent last 
year and the 83 percent average. Wheat headed was 
at 40 percent, ahead of 26 percent last year and the 
29 percent average.

In the northern Panhandle, producers said they 
received 2.5 to 5 inches of rain. Temperatures have 
been climbing near 60 degrees, which is normal for 
the area. The crop is in good condition, but some 
fields have wheat with poor color and are in need of 
the warmer temperatures. Most of the crop is just 
starting to head.

In the southern Panhandle, producers said they 
received 1.5 to 3.5 inches of rain with temperatures 

still cool but beginning to warm. The soil has excellent 
to surplus moisture levels, and producers said that 
overall the crop is good with only some fields in 
poor condition. Damage from snow and freezing 
temperatures from previous weeks is yet to be 
determined.  Crop stages vary within the region, but 
about 50 to 80 percent of the crop has headed. Minimal 
to intermittent rust has been found with potential 
for more issues in the future due to the moisture and 
weather. Additionally, some wheat streak mosaic has 
been discovered in select parts of the area. 
 
In the southwest corner of Nebraska, producers said 
they also received moisture with .95 to 2.5 inches of 
rain. Temperatures have still been cool but are warming 
and have reached 70 degrees. Crop condition is good, 
and 70 to 80 percent of the crop is heading with some 
flowering. Producers are starting to see rust and some 
tan spot. Scab has been spotted as well. Fungicide 
spraying is helping with the problem. 
 
In the south central part of Nebraska, producers said 
that they received 1.5 to 3 inches of rain. Temperatures 
have been cool to normal, and the crop ranges from 
fair to good condition. Moisture has improved the crop 
condition but has brought rust with it. Most fields that 
have not been sprayed contain rust. The entire crop has 
headed, and some is starting to flower. 
 
In the southeast corner of Nebraska, producers said 
conditions have stayed wet and cool with intermittent 
showers of .10 to .20 inches of rain throughout the 
week. Most of the crop is headed, but scab has been 
found in some areas. Producers have also been seeing 
higher levels of rust. The condition of the crop varies 

throughout the area from good 
to poor.       

Rainfall: 1.5-3 inches Rainfall: .1-.2 inches intermittentlyRainfall: .95-2.5 inches
Rainfall: 1.5-3.5 inches

Rainfall: 2.5-5 inches

Moisture Received in Week Ending May 27


